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can instruet, {he -oecasion for many parts of the systere
| seases (0 €Xists and its entire adoption, m such cases, can~
{ g0, therefore, be urged as necessary or advisable. '

As appeitaiming to the dutics of his office, in the contem-
lation of the act under which he holds his appointment, the
supcrintendent begs leave to offer a bris! exposition of the
| i act, and to suggest such amendents as the couveniencé
of particular sectious, or the general welfare of the statg

(B.)
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

Insmwtiom 10 the Commissioners of Priwury Schools, re-

0], o

logd luiveto the division of their Ceunty tnto School Distiicls.
I 58 .

e g% o pursuance.of this duty, you will pursue the tenor and

spirit of the «Act to provide for the public instraction of
‘uth in Primary Schools, throughout this State,” passed
at December session 1823, chapter 162, which in section
5, requires that you, or a majority of you, shall divide your
counly into a_ “suilabl; and conveniend” sumber of Behool
Districts; in dowmg which, you will have regard to existing
shool houses, where such there be, as far as practicable,
iworder that the charge upon the resident inhabiiants, espe-
cially o the first establishment of the system, may not ex-
ceed what is absolutely and indispensably necessary. And
dthough the extent of five miles square, has been assumed
s convenient for such districts, as a general rule, you arc
mtto be governed by that assumption exclusively, but will
jield to localities and circumstances.  In sections of sparce
fopuiation, it may be proper to form the districts ejual to
w area of six, seven, or eight miles square, wiilst in more
dense or concentrated settiements, 2 smaller compass may
be adopted—but it will paturally ogcur to you that the
square will not be the most suitable or convenient foray; zad
fhat in the abscnce of more palpable bouadaries, such as
Bays, rivers, creeks, mountains, or remarkable hiils. roaGs,
established fences, or other lines of demareation, the most
dhigivle marks of description may he the different dwelliuss
gt places of public worships, or other houses; and distin.



